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David Thompson Elementary student Jakob Bennett experiments with waveforms caused by the sound from 
a tuning fork. Background noise (including the photographer’s voice) makes this a challenge. The BIG Little 
Science Centre has an interesting Sound and Waves demonstration. The Kamloops Symphony Orchestra will 
soon be running a Sound and Music program for district Grade 4 students, which will include musical 
instruments and musicians. This program will be offered at the BIG Little Science Centre. 

 

Advance Notice 
 

Saturday May 12:  Mining Day in Kamloops For families to understand how geology affects their lives. 
Co-hosted by Kamloops Exploration Group and Canadian Institute of Mining (South Central BC Branch), and held at the BIG Little 
Science Centre. Free entry to the BIG Little Science Centre for rock displays and interactive exhibits, with representatives from 
Thompson Nicola Paleontological Society, Highland Valley Copper, the Kamloops Museum and Archives, Atlas Drilling and many 
more. The Thompson Rivers University School of Trades and Technology will set up a heavy equipment simulator for people to try 
out. 
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BBBIIIGGGSSSccciiieeennnccceee   

   
This Newsletter is a publication of BIG Little Science Centre Society Box 882 Station Main Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 

Location: George Hilliard School  985 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5H1 Website  http://blscs.org 
Executive Director: Gord Stewart Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC  E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 

Assistant Operator: Susan Hammond Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC E-Mail: susan@blscs.org 
Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Gordon R. Gore  #200 - 760 Mayfair Street Kamloops BC  V2B 0E5   

Phone: (778) 470 8332  E-Mail: gordongore0@gmail.com 
 

Approximately 96,000 people have enjoyed visits to or from the BIG Little Science Centre! 
This Newsletter is received by more than 1,000 readers. 

 
Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at http://www.blscs.org/Downloads/Newsletters/ 

 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Thursday 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM   Friday 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM   Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

On Saturdays, there is a special show/activity at 1:30 PM.    
CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 

Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 
 

Admission:   Adults: $5.00       Children 6 to 16: $2.00       Under 6: Free      Family: $10.00 
Annual Family Membership: $35.00 (Will increase in April.) 

 

 
New Volunteers at the BIG Little Science Centre 

 

  
Left: Lukas Vanderlip is home schooled. He visits us on Wednesdays and is a very helpful volunteer. 

Right: Matthew Nolin is in Grade 9 at Kamloops Christian School. He has assisted us during Spring Break. 
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A Very Special Donation 
 

 
Gordon Gore Photo 

 
 

Russel McCue, Manager, Field Support for TELUS (Home Team Kamloops) presents a cheque 
for $5,000 to BIG Little Science Centre Executive Director Gord Stewart.  Russel was given 
the opportunity to direct this $5000 charitable donation from TELUS to the local charity of his 
choice as part of a prize awarded in a local referral program for TELUS Optik TV.  Russel 
chose the BIG Little Science Centre to receive his donation, as he believes strongly in the good 
work done by the BIG Little Science Centre in providing an extended scientific and 
technological education to the children in our community and in the value that it provides to the 
Kamloops Community.  The donation from Telus will go to purchasing new equipment for the 
science centre. TELUS is a loyal supporter of the BIG Little Science Centre. 
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A Very Busy Time at the BIG Little Science Centre 
David Thompson Elementary School Visit 

Angela Kelly’s Grade 3/4 Class 

   
Braidon                                                     Rachel 

Angela Kelly’s Grade 3-4 class watched Gordon Gore’s Light and Colour show,  
and then enjoyed visits to the three hands-on rooms. This was a keen and energetic group. 

 

Brocklehurst Middle School: Lori Bradstock’s Grade 7 Class 
Measuring pH of a Variety of Common Substances 

 

    
 

Kay Bingham Grade 2: Julie Noble’s Class 
Investigating Properties of Matter  
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Juniper Ridge Elementary Grade 3: Lorraine Brookes and Ms Weddell  

Forces and Motion Demonstration 
 

  
Left: Corbin and Joey experiment with static electricity  Right: Hair Raising with a Balloon 

 

Dallas Elementary School 
Magnetism 

 

   
Our Jennie gets kids working with magnets. 

 
Sk’elep School: Tracy Smail’s Grade 3 Class  

Dinosaurs 
 

   
Nine-year old Jacob Turner tries out the steely racetrack, and the static electricity box. 
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Christian Home Schoolers of Kamloops (CHEK) 

Light and Colour Show 
 

   
Luke and Curtis are ‘best buds’.  Ready for the Light and Colour Show 

 
 

Brock Middle School Modified Science: Bev Brown 
Chemical Reactions 

 

   
 

Over a dozen chemical reactions are observed using spot plates. 
 

Hluschyk Family Visit Saturday March 17 
 

   
 

Grandma (Roberta) with Cohen, Jarrek the Rock Star, and Grandpa (Ron) with the two boys. 
 



7 

Spring Break at the BIG Little Science Centre 
 

Gordon Gore 
 

For the first time since the science centre started in 2000, we opened up for the public for the five weekdays of 
Spring Break. Attendance was quite satisfying, with 281 visitors during the Monday to Friday time period. We 
offered a Static Electricity show each day at 1:30, which was very well attended. Most of the groups who came 
included at least one parent or grandparent. The young ones who came were obviously having a good time, and 
were quite intrigued with the stations in the hands-on rooms as well as the show. One young boy, who had been 
at the Centre the week previous with his school class, came back with his Grandpa just to show him what he 
liked about the centre. 
 
 Gord Stewart planned on getting a lot of routine work done during the week, but the attendance was 
large enough that he did not get much time to do ‘chores’. However, the pace was very manageable and we 
enjoyed spending time with some of the families. Parents and grandparents were very helpful in keeping their 
kids focused and interested. There were many kind comments about the ‘hands-on’ nature of our ‘little’ science 
centre. 
 

    
 

Future Volunteer, Evan Lawrence 
 

 I managed to connect with a future volunteer at the Centre. Five-year old Evan Lawrence (above) was 
enthralled with the Centre, particularly the static electricity show. He had an explanation for everything he saw 
at the Centre and shared it with anyone who would listen. He was thrilled to be allowed to hit the switch to 
launch ‘flying saucers’ from the Van de Graaff static electricity generator. I asked him if he would like to work 
at the Centre, and his reply was “When do I start?” With help like this, the BIG Little Science Centre has a great 
future! 
 
 Visitors during spring break included tourists from destinations far and wide. However, it is rewarding 
to see a growing number of people from the immediate neighbourhood ‘discovering’ the science centre for the 
first time. The big sign in front of the school helps a lot, along with wonderful support from all local media. 
‘Word of mouth’ is a positive factor, as well. The BIG Little Science Centre is rapidly becoming a ‘must see’ 
destination for residents and tourists alike. 
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New at the BIG Little Science Centre 
A Hands-on Lab Activity for Grade 9 Mathematics or Science 10 Motion 

 
 

   
 

Thanks to a request from Tracey Epp at Brocklehurst Middle School, we can now offer a hands-on lab activity that 
involves linear graphing using time, distance, speed and acceleration as the variables. (Tracey’s math class needed a 
reason to visit the science centre like her six science classes.) Working in groups of 3-4, students will use battery-powered 
recording timers and ticker tape to make graphs of distance versus time and/or speed versus time for a constant velocity 
toy car. They will also graph speed versus time for a cart rolling down an incline. This activity fits Science 10 (Motion) or 
Mathematics 9 (linear graphs).  
 

Convection in Water Demonstration (An Oldie but Goodie) 
 

 
 
A new demonstration water tank from Educational Innovations, much more convenient than an aquarium tank, is now 
being used to demonstrate convection in water. A weighted film container filled with hot, red-coloured water is carefully 
lowered to the bottom of the tank, which is filled with cool tap water. The film container has a small plastic funnel that 
allows cool water to enter and hot water to leave. The demonstration is used as part of show on weather. 
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Upcoming Events at the BIG Little Science Centre: 
NEW LOCATION: 985 Holt Street, in George Hilliard School 

 
Susan Hammond, Assistant Operator 

 
Everyone is invited to visit the BIG Little Science Centre for interactive FUN science: 

Thursdays and Fridays 3pm to 5pm 
Saturdays 10am to 4pm with a show/activity at 1:30pm. 

Families are welcome to visit during school hours. Please call to book an appointment. 
Closed Sundays and Holidays. 

 
Enjoy your Birthday Party or Special Event at the BIG Little Science Centre! 

 
CLUBS 

Registration forms are available on our website or in person at the BIG Little Science Centre. 
Website  http://blscs.org 

Weekly Super Science Club: 
Thursdays: monthly sessions 
2:45pm to 4pm (arrive any time after 2:30pm) 
Join us for hands-on science: Experiments, games and activities. Design and build projects, explore science principles.  
For children in grades 4 to 7. 
 
Weekly Robotics Club: 
Fridays:  March 30 to May 11 (not April 6) 
2:45pm to 4:30pm (arrive any time after 2:30pm) 
Join us to build a Mindstorms Robot. Program it to perform tasks and to solve challenges.  
For children ages 10 and up. 
 
 

Saturday Activities March 31 to May 12 2012, at 1:30pm 
 
Saturday March 31:  Adventures in Antarctica 
A presentation by 14-year-old Justine Wild, who recently returned from a month-long expedition in Antarctica. Along with sixty 14 
to 18 year old students, Justine worked with leading polar scientists to do a ship-based exploration of the Antarctic Peninsula, during 
the annual expedition of ‘Students on Ice’. ‘Students on Ice’ is a non-profit group dedicated to educating students on the importance 
of the poles and the effects of climate change. Using photographs and hands-on activities, Justine will discuss her experience, 
Antarctica and climate change. This talk will be most appropriate for people aged 8 and up. 
 
Saturday April 7:  Easter Eggs to Dye For! Using coloured dyes we will explore colour combinations and colour Easter Eggs to 
take home. 
Saturday April 14:  Light and Colour Show  
Saturday April 21:  Magnetism 
Saturday April 28:  Electricity: Make a battery and use it to run a clock and LED light bulb. 
Saturday May 5: Air Pressure Fun 
 
Saturday May 12:  Mining Day in Kamloops for families to understand how geology affects their lives. 
Co-hosted by Kamloops Exploration Group and Canadian Institute of Mining (South Central BC Branch), and held at the BIG Little 
Science Centre. Free entry to the BIG Little Science Centre for rock displays and interactive exhibits, with representatives from 
Thompson Nicola Paleontological Society, Highland Valley Copper, the Kamloops Museum and Archives, Atlas Drilling and many 
more. The Thompson Rivers University School of Trades and Technology will set up a heavy equipment simulator for people to try 
out. 
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Miscellaneous 

  
‘Growing spheres’ can be coloured by using water with food colour instead of just water. 

A number of different food colours were used to create this ‘rainbow’ of colours. 
 

 
 

Bronson is in Grade 3 at Parkcrest Elementary, and is in Cheryl Trestain’s class.  
In this photograph he is trying out the levitating magnet he found in one of our hands-on rooms. 


